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number of smaller bowls for a variety of domestic
purposes which may be conveniently grouped to-
gether and considered here. Among the earliest are
the cupping bowls used by the barber-surgeons who
bled our free-living, hard-drinking forbears for their
health's sake. These are shallow round cups with
a flat metal handle on one side. The diameter
was about 3! in. and the depth rather more than an
inch.
The bowl also competed with the mug and cup
as a christening present, and when it was chosen it was
proper to include a spoon, preferably with an apostle
loiop. These christening bowls were commonly quite
small simple affairs as befitted the age and condition
of the recipients*
For the rest there is always room to speculate about
the purpose to which bowls, between the punch bowl
and the simple round afiair carried by the sponsor to
his godchild, were put. Some, doubtless, belong to
the sweetmeat dish group and others, particularly
those that are oval or oblong with rounded corners, were
intended for fruit.
Bowls in Old Sheffield Plate are sometimes of
large proportions as, for example, the fruit bowl sold
at the dispersal of the Bethell collection and mentioned
hereinafter. Mr. B. B. Harrison has a particularly
interesting pair with covers, which, although strictly
speaking they should be designated chestnut jars,
may be mentioned here. Each would hold, one supposes,
about a pound of the roasted nuts and resembles a
rectangular sauce tureen on a foot. A bowl of more
than usual interest is shown, in Plate 16.